
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
“Be Rich in What Matters to God” 

(Luke 12,13-21) 

 
 



 
 

 

      From today’s gospel we may ask two questions. First, why did Jesus refuse to be a 

judge between two brothers mentioned in the gospel? When Jesus did not act the role of 

arbitrator between brothers, He was teaching them that His concern was not about 

material possessions. The interest of Jesus was not about worldly things. Jesus is not a 

fixer of material things. Jesus is not an arbiter of worldly possessions. Jesus is a savior. 

Jesus is very much preoccupied with our salvation. His desire is the cure of souls. Thus 

Jesus is telling them to be more anxious, more preoccupied with spiritual things rather 

than inheritance. When Jesus has not consented to be their judge on material things He 

was indirectly telling the brothers think more about charity, about giving, and about 

doing sacrifices rather think of how much one will get or what will their shares. Jesus in 

today’s gospel is teaching us to think first of the welfare of our brothers and sisters and 

to work for their well being rather than accumulating something for ourselves. 

 

   Second, why did Jesus call the rich man ‘fool?’  The man in today’s gospel thought only 

of himself. He was not concerned about other people. He did not care for them. He was 

selfish. He did not want to share. He has everything. He was not lacking. He could give 

something. He could share from his riches. He was in good position to be generous, to be 

gracious, and to be good for others. But he chose to keep everything for himself. There 

are three reasons. One. He was preoccupied with possessions. Instead to practice the 

virtue of sharing, he opted to hoard, to possess, and to accumulate. Thus he trusted his 

possessions rather that the providence of God. He wanted to get more rather than to give; 

to store up rather than to share; to acquire rather than to part with. 

 

   Two. The man in the gospel was preoccupied with prosperity and profits. Instead of 

thinking and putting value to the wellbeing of other people, he was more concerned to 

keep his harvest. Instead of improving the quality of one’s life, he thought of enlarging 

his barns. Instead of focusing to the urgent needs in life, he narrowed down his priorities 

to the luxuries in life. Thus he forgot that people matters most. He neglected his duties of 

Christian charity. He set aside his Christian obligations towards the poor and the 

destitute. We must always know when is enough. We must learn that happiness is not 

having and hoarding what we want. We must remember that God loves us not for what 

we have or from what we possess but how we live our life and how we use our talents 

and treasures.     



 
 

 

 

   Lastly. The man in the gospel has wrong priorities in life. He was greedy. He was after 

grabbing ad getting. He was not satisfied with himself and with what he has. He was 

after the pleasures and comforts in life. He has wrong notions that money and wealth 

would bring him health, happiness and harmony. Happiness lies on what is in our hearts. 

Happiness does not depend on fat deposits and high status in society. If these are your 

happiness, thus you have false priorities and wrong values in life. What we own does not 

guarantee our safety and our salvation. Security is God. Our salvation is God. Happiness 

is to find God and to keep Him in our hearts. Thus, the man in the gospel forgot that the 

true happiness is to be with God. He ignored that true treasure is to have eternal life. And 

we on our part must always heed to the advice of Jesus telling us “thus will it be for the one 

who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich in what matters to God” (v21). 

 

Story: 

   A natural disaster badly hit a certain barrio in the south. There was a total and terrible 

calamity. Lives and livestock were lost. A certain family lost all their properties and 

belongings. They have no place to live or future for their children. The father of that 

family asked himself why this happened to them. He questioned, “will God attend and 

listen to their needs? Is He alive?”  

 

   When the tragic news was made known throughout the country, government and 

church leaders mobilized their people and charitable organizations to help and to assist 

the victims. Medicines, food, and clothing came pouring in. social actions of different 

Dioceses gave material and monetary assistances. That family was promised materials to 

build a new house, capitals and carabaos for the farm and scholarship grants for the 

children.  

 

   The father of that family was deeply touched, confessed “God truly listens. He knows 

everything and intervenes. He cares and completely concerned. God is alive and visible in those 

people who shared, came and helped us in our needs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Challenges:  

1. Do we truly know what is necessary and what is really important in our life?  Are 

we   really ready to give what is necessary and what is really important for God and 

to our loved ones? 

2. Have we stored up good works and inspiring examples which would merit us 

eternal life?  

 

We now pray: 

Our Father, merciful and loving God 

There are many things I worry about. 

I am so anxious of many things. 

I humbly beg you, my merciful and loving Father 

   to pacify my emotions, 

   to calm down my anxieties, and  

     to cut off my desires and needs. 

With your grace let me turn to you 

     and trust you all the more. 

Let me just think of you, 

   to desire you alone, and 

   to have you in my life. 

 

With your guidance let me take you in my life 

   as my only precious possession, 

   as my heavenly reward. 

I humbly ask all of these through powerful name of Jesus, 

     your Son and our caring Lord. 

Amen.        
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